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Feature Story 

Celebrating the Arts in SPS:  The Stars Come Out:  A Night at the Movies 
Tickets Now on Sale for 3rd Annual SEF Gala to be held Friday, April 27th  
 
Here’s your opportunity to support the music, theater and visual arts 
programs in Suffolk Public Schools by attending the Suffolk Educa-
tion Foundation’s third annual Gala in Celebration of the Arts! Buy 
your Gala tickets now for a dinner and a fabulous night of entertain-
ment by our students.  The third annual Celebration of the Arts will 
welcome you on Friday, April 27, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Hilton Garden Inn Riverfront (100 East Constance Road.)  Proceeds 
will directly benefit the fine arts programs in Suffolk Public Schools. 
 
The evening will feature live entertainment performed by Suffolk 
Public Schools’ middle school and high school student musicians and 
singers.  The Movie theme continues beyond music to showcase the 
visual arts with a display of 50 original works created by student art-
ists and art teachers from all Suffolk Public Schools’ secondary and 
elementary schools.  
 
Tickets are $35 a person. Proceeds benefit the music and arts pro-
grams in Suffolk Public Schools. A table for 10 is $300.  For tickets, 
contact suffolkgala@gmail.com or call (757) 775-9682 or  
(757) 650-1792. 
 

WHY SHOULD YOU ATTEND?  
The SEF Gala hits all your senses…from the visually stunning artwork 
and moving musical performances to the fabulous food and whimsi-
cal masks. Your generosity and support of this Gala directly benefits 
the most important thing in Suffolk — our students!  
- Sandra Darden, Art Teacher, King’s Fork Middle School 
 
SEF supports the schools, helping with items that are more than 
“brick and mortar” but rather the “heart and soul” of teaching. The 
gala benefits our future innovators, dreamers, and artists – the ones 
who create the world in which we live.  Our students need to know 
their talent is valued and appreciated, and not just relegated to a test 
score.           - Dr. Joleen Neighbours, Fine Arts Department Chair, 
Nansemond River High School 
 



The SEF Gala is a wonderful coming together of our extended arts community for a fabulous evening filled with both stu-
dent and teacher works of art as well as musical performances. The best reason of all to attend is to enjoy this celebra-
tion of creativity right here in Suffolk, and to support the arts programs in our schools.         - Linda Hurwitz, Orchestra 
Director, John Yeates Middle School 
 

Video Feature 

NEWS BITE:  U.S. Navy Celebrations “Read Across America” in Suffolk ... Thanks to more than 100 sailors from the USS 
Abraham Lincoln for sharing their career experiences and reading with students at all 11 Suffolk elementary schools.  
Read Across America Week celebrates Dr. Seuss's birthday and the joys of reading.  
     … View the video from this link:   https://youtu.be/A6A7mBXBKkU 
 

News 
Gifted Education Program Now Accepting Nominations … Parents, teachers, administrators, and students may nomi-
nate a student for gifted services. Students currently in grades 3-7 who have not been tested for the gifted program in 
the last 12 months are eligible for nomination. Nomination forms can be accessed from school offices, gifted resource 
teachers, or the gifted blog at https://goo.gl/RadZNZ.  For more information, please contact Dr. Maria Lawson-Daven-
port at marialawson-davenport@spsk12.net or (757) 925-6759. 
 
Time to Blast Off to NASA Space Camp… Two current 6th or 7th grade students and one middle school teacher from 
Suffolk Public Schools will be selected for Space Camp 2018, free of charge thanks to the Northrop Grumman Founda-
tion. To apply, please complete the application and submit it by March 16, 2018 (postmarked or emailed.) Student and 
teacher criteria are listed below. Student applications can be found at https://goo.gl/BZ995X.  Parents can find more 
information about Space camp at the website www.spacecamp.com 

Student Criteria (set by the Northrop Grumman Foundation) 
• Students entering 7th or 8th grade at a Suffolk school this fall and between the ages of 12 and 14 years old at 

the time they attend Space Camp 
• Looking for ‘C’ or better students with the potential of being a high achiever – and just needs a little push or mo-

tivation to excel, but all students with interest are encouraged to apply. 
• Student displays some interest in space and has the social maturity to be away from home and interacting with 

others at Space Camp 
• Parents are willing to let their child participate in the program and sign the necessary medical permission form 
• Participant cannot be an immediate family member of a Northrop Grumman employee 
• Students may not travel alone from any location.  They must be paired with a teacher or another student. 

 
 
Anyone who works with teens such as coaches, community sports directors, youth pastors, activity directors, and 
scout leaders is invited and encouraged to attend this parent and community discussion.     
Wednesday, March 14 at Lakeland High School at 6:30 p.m. will be the last opportunity to attend the public presenta-
tions of the More Thank Sad: Teen Depression program being offered by Suffolk Public Schools.  Suffolk Public Schools is 
bolstering its student mental wellness curriculum and building a stronger safety net for Suffolk teens by engaging par-
ents and caring adults in a new, division-wide initiative.  Partnering with The Sarah Michelle Peterson Foundation, Suf-
folk Public Schools is starting conversations around a video created by the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
to educate staff, teens and the community about teen depression.  These discussions are the first phase of an initiative 
the school division is undertaking to enhance support for students’ behavioral and mental well-being.   “More than Sad: 
Teen Depression” is a video designed to help students recognize the signs of depression in themselves or others, to chal-
lenge the stigma surrounding depression, and to learn how to ask for help.  All Suffolk tenth-graders will see the video in 
their Health & PE class.  A trained mental health facilitator along with school guidance counselors will then lead a discus-
sion about depression.  A companion version of the video and adult discussion will be shown to high school teachers and 
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support staff, and to parents and the community before the student discussion at each school. Adults will learn about 
warning signs, what to say, and how to guide teens to help. For more information, please contact Cheri Hinshelwood, 
communications specialist, at (757) 925-6752. NOTE:  This parent/community presentation is an adult discussion covering the information 
students will receive in their classroom. It is not intended for young audiences as sensitive content is discussed.   

 
Parent Perception Survey Closes Friday, March 16 … As part of the school division’s assessment of each school’s edu-
cational environment, parents of students are being invited to participate in the 2018 Parent Perception Survey.  The 
survey will be available through Friday, March 16, 2018.  Schools will use the information from the survey to help iden-
tify areas for improvement. This survey provides an excellent opportunity for parents to provide feedback about Suffolk 
Public Schools and to express perceptions about the learning environment at their child’s school.  Students and staff 
will also be survey about their opinions.  Any parent who has not received an email invitation should contact Bethanne 
Bradshaw, Public Information Officer, by email at bethannebradshaw@spsk12.net  
 
WANTED: Preschoolers for Integrated/Role Model Program for 2017-18 School Year …    
Suffolk Public Schools is currently looking for parents of children without delays who are interested in exploring the op-
portunities provided to all children in this classroom following the 2016-17 elementary school schedule at no cost to the 
parent, with transportation being provided via school bus. Suffolk Public Schools operates classrooms for children who 
are developmentally delayed (delays in cognitive, motor, communication or perceptual skills), ages 3 to 5. The inte-
grated/role model program at Driver, Kilby Shores, Booker T. Washington, Oakland and Northern Shores elementary 
schools offers the opportunity for children without developmental delays or disabilities to join the preschool classroom 
daily to develop friendships and learn together through play. To be considered for enrollment/interview, students must 
reside in the city of Suffolk and be 3 years old by September 4, 2018. Please be aware that spaces for this program are 
limited for each preschool site. Please use this link https://goo.gl/PQK3va to be directed to our online application.  Appli-
cations must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. Friday, April 6, 2018.  Those who are selected for an interview will be contact by 
telephone.  Those who do not make it to the interview process will receive a letter by email or mail.  Questions may be 
directed to Jennifer Worrell, Preschool Educational Diagnostician for the Early Childhood Resource Center, at 925-6767. 
 
Early Start Pre-Screening Applications Now Available …  
The Early Start program is for children who turn 4 years old by September 30, 2018 and who need an extra year to pre-
pare for success in kindergarten. Children must be Suffolk residents. Prescreening applications are available on the Suf-
folk Public Schools website (LINK here) and in each elementary school. Screenings for both child and parent will take 
place in June. This screening will allow school officials to select children according to their needs. Appointment cards will 
be mailed to the home address. Eligibility criteria includes but not limited to these factors:  Family income at or below 
200% of the federal poverty guidelines (or below 350% for students with special needs or disabilities), family homeless-
ness, parents/guardians lack high school diploma, and/or language and development assessment of child. Because Early 
Start classes are not located in each elementary school, school placement will be determined based on Early Start zon-
ing.  Transportation is provided. For questions regarding this program, contact Tomika Doleman at 925-6760. 
 

Want FREE personalized SAT practice? Sign up for Khan Academy!  The College Board and Khan Academy have part-
nered together to allow students to receive personalized practice recommendations based on results from the new 
SAT®, & PSAT® once the accounts have been linked.  Suffolk Public Schools also offers free test preparation courses for 
the ACT®. These virtual courses individualize learning for students by setting personalized paths to be completed at their 
own pace. These flexible courses allow students an opportunity to prepare for college entrance exams anytime, any-
where, and on any device. Contact your student’s guidance counselor or school’s graduation/eLearning coach with any 
questions. 
 
Need money for college? The school division’s Scholarship Hub is an online, local resource for high school seniors 
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searching for scholarships.  This central site can be searched by criteria, such as career, college major, GPA, and extracur-
ricular activities. You can access Scholarship Hub at www.spsk12.net/scholarship-hub/.  High school guidance counselors 
will continue to distribute scholarships including those linked to specific colleges, athletic opportunities and other fo-
cused awards, not listed on the Hub.  Share Your Scholarship – If your community group has a scholarship suitable for 
Scholarship Hub, please send information by email to bethannebradshaw@spsk12.net  For more information, call the 
School Administrative Offices at 925-6752. 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 
Little Feet Meet -- Changing the World is a Team Sport... More than 200 students from 11 elementary schools will par-
ticipate in Special Olympics Virginia’s Little Feet Meet on Wednesday, March 28. (Rain date: Friday, March 30) at King’s 
Fork High School. Special Olympics is building stronger school communities across Virginia this spring, as thousands of 
elementary, middle and high school students come out to PLAY UNIFIED. The focus is on fun activities that are important 
to mental and physical growth. The goal of the Little Feet Meet is to bring together children with and without disabilities 
to promote more inclusive school environments. “Our athletes face a number of foes and opponents each day but none 
is more pervasive than low expectations,” said Special Olympics Virginia President Rick Jeffrey. “The community’s sup-
port of UNIFIED PLAY events like the Little Feet Meets shows a commitment to celebrating what our athletes and com-
munities can achieve together.” The meet, which will begin at 11 a.m., will feature children enrolled in Suffolk’s special 
education programs. From the 25-meter walk/run and the tennis ball throw to the standing long jump, the athletes will 
compete with the help of non-disabled students from their schools, who will serve as buddies. A special ceremony, fea-
turing remarks from prominent members of the community, the Special Olympics oath and the Special Olympics’ torch 
and cauldron lighting, begins at 11:30 a.m. King’s Fork High School students also will serve as the primary volunteers 
running the Little Feet Meet. A Student Leadership Team will be in charge of the stations and the rest of the student 
body will help throughout the day. The event is sponsored by a Project Unify Grant through the United States Depart-
ment of Education and Suffolk Public Schools. For more information, or if you plan to attend the Little Feet Meet, please 
contact Debbie Apperson at dapperson@specialolympicsva.org or 757-962-1575 (office) or 757-672-6012 (cell). For 
more information on Special Olympics Virginia, visit www.specialolympicsva.org 
 
Celebrating Youth Art Month and Music-in-Our-Schools Month … All programs are free and open to the public. 

• The 2017-2018 All-City Orchestra Showcase will be Saturday, March 17 at 2 p.m. at Kings Fork Middle School.  
This event is free and open to the public. Select students in the middle and high school strings programs will per-
form in concert. For more information, contact Joleen Neighbours, division Fine Arts contact at joleenneigh-
bours@spsk12.net 

• The 2017-2018 All-City Band Showcase will be Saturday, March 24 at 2 p.m. at Kings Fork Middle School.  This 
event is free and open to the public. Select student instrumentalists in the middle and high school band pro-
grams will perform in concert. For more information, contact Joleen Neighbours, division Fine Arts contact at 
joleenneighbours@spsk12.net 

• Suffolk Public Schools will host the Fifth Annual Youth Art Month Festival on Saturday, March 24 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Nansemond River High School. All SPS students and their families as well as SPS staff are invited to 
this free event! This interactive festival honoring Youth Art Month will include student demonstrations, student 
artwork displays, activity tables for all levels, and refreshments.  For more information, contact Joleen Neigh-
bours, division Fine Arts contact at joleenneighbours@spsk12.net 

• Suffolk Public Schools is proud to present the S.T.A.R.S. Talented Elementary Music Concert for Thursday, 
March 29 at King’s Fork High School, beginning at 7 p.m.  Fourth- and fifth-graders participating in the talented 
music programs at 11 elementary schools will perform.  For more information, contact Joleen Neighbours, divi-
sion Fine Arts contact at joleenneighbours@spsk12.net. 
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The 27th Annual Career Expo sponsored by the Career and Technical Education Advisory Council will be held on Thurs-
day, March 29 at the Hilton Garden Inn Suffolk Riverfront, located at 100 East Constance Road from 9:45 a.m. until 2:15 
p.m. The event is open to all high school seniors who have taken a Career and Technical Education course during high 
school. The seniors will participate in mock interviews where they will present their resumes to the business representa-
tives they select. The students will have the opportunity to meet employers who need people with their skill sets and 
gain confidence for future job interviews. Representatives from a variety of businesses in Suffolk and the Hampton 
Roads area will conduct the interview sessions. For more information, contact Andre’ Skinner, Coordinator of Career 
and Technical Education, at 925-6759. 
 
The second Kindergarten Registration date for the 2018-19 school year will be Wednesday, May 9.  The hours will be 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at all elementary schools.  Rising kindergarten students can be registered at any time, but two special 
dates are scheduled each year to benefit parents who may need the choice for the sake of convenience.  A brochure 
with details about what to bring to registration can be found on the SPS website: www.spsk12.net/events/kindergarten-
registration-march-14/  Call the Parent Resource Center at 934-6202 for more information. 
 
There will be a Back-to-School Immunization Clinic at the Suffolk Health Department (135 Hall Avenue, Suffolk) also on 
Wednesday, May 9.  Immunizations will be given on a walk-in basis from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  
Please bring a copy of your child’s immunization record, a parent’s picture ID and insurance card if available.  If you have 
a rising sixth-grader, please bring them for their required sixth grade shot (Tdap), along with a copy of your child’s im-
munization record, a parent’s picture ID and insurance card if available.  For more information, contact the Suffolk 
Health Department at 514-4783.   
 
KINDERGARTEN VIDEO SERIES … The start of a school career can be a stressful time for students and parents alike. The 
Suffolk Early Childhood Development Commission and Suffolk Public Schools have partnered to create a unique tool to 
help with the transition into kindergarten. The Suffolk Kindergarten Kickoff Video Series was created to prepare children 
and their parents for that first day of Kindergarten. The series includes The Year Before Kindergarten: For Parents. This 
video gives practical tips on how to prepare your child for their first day of school.  Kindergarten teachers give helpful 
advice on simple activities to promote math, science, reading, and much more during the year before your child enters 
school. The series also includes A Day in Kindergarten: For Children. This video will walk children through an entire day 
of school so they know exactly what to expect on their first day.  From getting dropped off at school or riding the bus to 
leaving in the afternoon, children have a better understanding of the places and people they will encounter on their first 
day.  You can find links to the videos at http://www.spsk12.net/parents/parent-workshops/. For more information, con-
tact Brenda O’Donnell with the Early Childhood Development Commission at 514-7457.  
 

Hands-On Learning 
 
 
Students at Hillpoint Elementary School recently visited the Far East… by 
way of an in-house field trip.  Second grade students recently participated 
in an in-house field trip “Notes from the Far East.”  Students were able to 
see and touch different cultural elements from the Far East.  For more in-
formation, contact the school at 923-5252. 
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Mack Benn, Jr. Elementary School recently held their Old-Fashioned Read-Aloud 
Family Reading Night (lanterns, flash lights, and stories on tape).  Parents read to 
students in small clusters in the cafeteria. In the library, Author Shana Hollowell 
read her book Little Mouses’s Sweet Treat to the students, parents, and staff.  
Students were excited to hear her book, ask questions, 
and get her autograph.  For more information, contact 
the school at 934-6224. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pioneer Elementary School fifth-graders recently practiced their measuring 
and math skills when they used tape and a ruler to find the circumference, di-
ameter, and radius of different cylinders. For more information, contact the 
school at 925-5782.   
 
 
 

 
Mack Benn, Jr. Elementary School fifth-graders and staff recently welcomed 
Greg Scott, an NFL football player, formerly with Washington Redskins and cur-
rently playing for the Cincinnati Bengals. He also graduated from Hampton Uni-
versity. Scott spoke to students about the importance of education, going to 
college, and getting a job. The students were excited to meet a NFL football 
player. For more information, contact the school at 934-6224. 
 
 

 
 
Third grade students at Pioneer Elementary School recently mined for coal. Students 
have been learning about renewable and nonrenewable resources of energy. As part of 
their activities, they used chocolate chip cookies and toothpicks to “mine for coal when 
they learned about the effects of mining to a landsite.  For more information, contact the 
school at 925-5782.   
 
 
 
 

 
Forest Glen Middle School students worked in groups to make a set of five 
nesting dolls (Matryoshka) while studying Russia.  The nesting dolls are a 
common Russian souvenir. Each student had the opportunity to make their 
own stacking doll but each group had a specific theme. Each doll also had a 
piece of culture on it (icon, ballet, Faberge egg, Oriental rug or samovar). 
Once the dolls were complete, each student wrote a "blended" story about 
which Russian city their doll came from and included information about the 
city such as landmarks, terrain and climate.  For more information, contact 
the school at 925-5780. 



 

Shining Stars 
 
Nansemond River DECA Warriors Win at State Leadership Conference… 
Congratulations to the following Nansemond River High School Distribu-
tive Education Clubs of America (DECA) Warriors that competed and 
won at the Virginia State Leadership Conference which was held recently 
in Virginia Beach.  

• Dylan Heyman and Tiecura Hill competed in the Community Ser-
vice Project and presented their Breast Cancer Awareness Day 
Project to donate proceeds to the American Cancer Society.  They were in 
the top 10 finalists in the Virginia.  

• Kayla Barrington, Taylor Martin and Jaylen McGrit competed in the Entre-
preneurship Start-Up Business Plan Event and created JKT Hair and Beauty 
Salon in Virginia Beach.  They received a Certificate of Achievement for 
their work.  

• Taylor Jones, Jordan Wells and Taihuannia Woodard-Norfleet competed in 
the Public Relations Project and presented the Y Street Program.  

• Eric Chandler competed in the Automotive Services Marketing Event and 
received a Certificate of Achievement.  

• Jaylen Anderson, Bria Blankumsee and Alexis French competed in the En-
trepreneurship Innovation Plan Event and created a Nail Bar Icon in Suffolk. 

• Brittney Johnson competed in the Entrepreneurship Event.   
• Jasmin White attended the Student Leadership Development Academy and 

served as the Voting Delegate for the Nansemond River High DECA Chapter. 
• Nansemond River High School DECA Chapter received the Blue Chip Award Trophy for submitting the DECA Pro-

gram of Work Annual Report which is the top award in the state. They also received a certificate for participating 
in Virginia DECA Day.  

• Tiecura Hill received a Plaque for serving as DECA’s District 21 Co-President.  
• S. Michele Duncan received a DECA throw for serving as DECA’s District 21 Co-Advisor.  
• Candace Credle and S. Michele Duncan each received a Plaque for being an Outstanding DECA Advisors for the 

State of Virginia.  
The DECA members had a great experience at the DECA State Conference and had an opportunity to network with stu-
dents from all over the entire state of Virginia. The DECA members have an opportunity to attend the DECA Interna-
tional Career Development Conference in Atlanta, Georgia in April in the Ignite Leadership Development Academy and 
Elevate Chapter Management Academy.  For more information, contact the school at 923-5254. 
 
Congratulations to Nansemond River High School’s Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) for their exceptional 
performance at their recent regional conference.  The entire chapter was recognized as the Second Most Outstanding 
Chapter and the Third Largest Chapter in Tidewater.  Dylan Gnagey and Kaelyn Embry have already qualified for Nation-
als in Baltimore. In total, Nansemond River High School FBLA members were awarded eleven 1st place trophies, three 2nd 
place trophies and one 3rd place trophy. For more information, contact the school at 923-4101.  Congratulations to the 
following students who qualified for the state competition: 

• Sharonda Artis 
• Lauren Biando 
• Shelby Cotton 

• Senaye Curry 
• Mckenna Drammeh 
• Mason Goss 

Tiecura Hill and Dylan Heyman 
Top 10 finalist in state 



• Neveah Herdon 
• Noel Herron 
• Sarah Kania 
• Malechi Middleton 
• Shanice Mills 

• Jada Moore 
• Jasmine Penalosa 
• Oliver Rice 
• Mackenzie West 
• Jadyn Williams 

 
Students from the College and Career Academy at Pruden (CCAP) recently competed in the SkillsUSA Regional Compe-
tition.  SkillsUSA is a Career and Technical Education partnership of students, teachers and industry working together to 
ensure America has a skilled workforce. SkillsUSA helps students excel by providing educational programs, events and 
competitions that support career and technical education (CTE) in the nation’s classrooms that will transition into the 
workforce.  Students that placed first will have an opportunity to advance to the state competition.  For more infor-
mation, contact the school at 923-5254.  

Congratulations to the following students for their recent wins.   

 Welding 
• 1st - Gold: Warren Burton, King’s Fork High School 
• 2nd - Silver: Austin Chappell, Lakeland High School 
 
Carpentry 
• 1st - Gold: Hunter Rawls, Lakeland High School 
• 3rd - Bronze: Gavin Gillespie, King’s Fork High School 
 
Cosmetology 
• 1st - Gold: Khadesha Edmonds, King’s Fork High School 
• 2nd - Silver: Kinley Howerton, King’s Fork High School 
• 3rd - Bronze: Brandon Jones, Lakeland High School 

 
CCAP Veterinary Science students also recently competed in a skills competition not related to SkillsUSA.  The Veterinary 
Science team won 2nd place.  Congratulations to the following students:  

• Daniel Conner, Nansemond River High School 
• Ny'Ceir Lesoken, King’s Fork High School 

• Sa'Irah Thomas, Lakeland High School 
• Allicia Coston, Nansemond River High School

Guiding Lights 
 
Mack Benn, Jr. Elementary School would like to thank the "Golden Fold 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity” mentoring group for attending their Old-
Fashioned Read-Aloud Family Reading Night recently. The mentoring 
group read story books to students who were then given question 
cards to retell the story. For more information contact the school at 
934-6224. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Oakland Elementary School will host its annual Dinner Theater on Thursday, March 15 at 6 p.m.  This year the students will 
perform Jelly’s Big Jam.  Tickets are $10 per person and include a dinner of salad, bread, pasta, beverage and dessert. Meals 
will only be available by pre-sold tickets. The deadline for purchasing tickets for the performance and meal is Wednes-
day, March 7.  For more information, contact the school at 923-5248.   



 
Booker T. Washington Elementary School PTA will meet on Thursday, March 15 at 6 p.m.  This meeting will also be a Barks 
for Books event.  For more information, contact the school at 934-6226. 
 
The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) will meet on Wednesday, March 21, at King’s Fork Middle School 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  SEAC is a committee approved by the School Board to advise the Superintendent of Schools 
in identifying ways to make Special Education Programs as effective as possible. The committee meetings are open to 
the public. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact Chairperson Leslie Schiefer, at (757) 647-8525. 
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